
 

OFFICE USE ONLY: 
 RESULTS CORRECTED X WEB UPDATE X  

  PROTEST HEARING DECISION 

PROTESTOR Perfect Storm REPRESENTED BY: Ken Ormandy 

PROTESTED Bird on the Wing REPRESENTED BY: Mike Malcolm 

SERIES: RNZYS Winter Series DIVISION: E / Non-Spinnaker 

RACE NO & DATE:   Race: 9, 29 Aug 2026 DECISION DATE: 1 Sept 2026 

 
VALIDITY /PROCEDURE: 

• The Protest was valid and the hearing continued. 

• Jono Gravit (Jury member) declared he had seen the incident and would be presenting evidence. 
 
WITNESSES: 

• Sam Tucker (Perfect Storm) 

• Rick Menalda (Bird on the Wing) 

• Jono Gravit (Jury member) 

FACTS FOUND: 

1. The wind was about 8 – 10 knots. 

2. Prior to the start, Perfect Storm was approaching the start line on Starboard at about 5 – 6 knots, 

about 20 m below the start line. 

3. Bird on the Wing approached the start from the pin end, sailing on port at about 3 – 5 knots, and 

was on a collision course with Perfect Storm.  

4. Bird on the Wing continued on port. 

5. Perfect Storm then bore away sharply and passed 3 meters below Bird on a Wing. 

6. Bird on the Wing then tacked onto Starboard. 

7. Both boats started after the start signal with Perfect Storm to leeward of Bird on the Wing. 

8. No boat took a penalty turn. 

 
CONCLUSION and RULES that Apply: 

1. Bird on the Wing on Port, did not keep clear of Perfect Storm on Starboard, as required by RRS10. 

 

RELEVENT RULES 

RRS 10 

DECISION: 

Bird on the Wing is DSQ in Race 9 of the Winter Series. 

PROTEST COMMITTEE:  

Blair Park (Chair), Colette Kraus, Jono Gravit 

 
 


