
 

PROTEST HEARING DECISION 
 

PROTESTOR MRX 2000 Floating Dock REPRESENTED Aaron Young 

PROTESTEE MRX 1999 Touch of 
Gloss 

REPRESENTED Zane Gifford 

SERIES Winter Series DIVISION MRX 

RACE & DATE: Race 2 1/8/26 HEARING DATE 10/8/26 1807 

 
Validity/Procedure: 

• Hearing MRX 2000 v MRX 1999 was heard together with hearing MRX 1999 v MRX 
2000  in accordance with RRS 63.(2)(b) since both hearings arose from the same 
incident. 

• The Protests were valid and the hearing continued 
 
Witnesses: 

• Brad Terpstra for MRX 2000 
 
Facts Found: 

• The breeze was 7–8 knots from ENE and the tide was an hour from low. The race 
was a W/L set west of the harbour bridge so the boats were facing the bridge 

• 20 Seconds before the start MRX 2000 established a leeward overlap with MRX 
1999 with a 10 metre gap between them 

• MRX 2000 came up slowly to a close hauled course 
• The gap between both boats closed to 1m 
• MRX 1999 to windward turned up and there was contact between the port stern 

quarter of MRX 1999 and the starboard side of MRX 2000 2–3m back from the bow 
• No boat took a penalty turn 

 
Conclusions And Rules That Apply: 

• MRX 1999 to windward failed to keep clear of MRX 2000 to leeward, and broke RRS 
11 

• MRX 1999 did not avoid contact with MRX 2000 even though it was reasonably 
possible, and broke RRS 14(a). 

• It was not reasonably possible for MRX 2000 the right-of-way boat to avoid contact 
with MRX 1999 when it became clear that MRX 1999 was not keeping clear. MRX 
2000 did not break RRS 14(a). 

 
Decision: 

• MRX 1999 Touch of Gloss is DSQ in race 2 
 
Protest Committee Panel: Blair Park, Brooke Adamson, Cameron Thorpe 
 
Decision Advised: 10/8/26 1850 


