EVENT NAME: RNZYS Summer Rum Race Series 2026
ORGANISING AUTHORITY: Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron
PROTEST COMMITTEE DECISION case No: With Case(s): Race:

PARTIES
Boat or Committee Event /
or Person Division
Initiator General Lee B
Respondent Systems Thunder B
Valid — Yes

Procedural Matters, (Conflicts of Interest,, parties not present, extending time limits, etc )
1.General Lee was represented by Cameron Thorpe.

2. Systems Thunder was represented by Brian Ward.
3. Michael Brown, a crew member onboard Systems Thunder, gave evidence as a witness called
by Systems Thunder.

Facts found:
1. The incident occurred in race 6 of the RNZYS Summer Rum Race Series on 27 March 2026.

2. During the race, Systems Thunder changed sails to a larger headsail.
3.Systems Thunder regularly uses this headsail when sailing as close as 30-40 degrees to the wind
in certain conditions.

Conclusion & Rules:
1.The headsail used by Systems Thunder is not a sail which is not normally used to advantage to
windward. Therefore, it is not an ‘extra’ as defined by NoR 1.4.
2. Accordingly, no rule was broken.

Decision:
Protest dismissed.

Protest Committee: International Jury: No
David Mclintyre (Chair), Louis Mayo, Nathaniel Short.

Signed: Date, time: 01/04/2026 1915 hours.




