
Protest Committee Decision 

Event: RNZYS Rum Race Series 

Initiator: MRX Ovlov Marine 

Respondent: MRX Floating Dock 

Hearing date: 10 April 2026 

Date of incident: 20 March 2026 

 

Procedural matters:  

1. Ovlov Marine was represented by Oleg Smirnov.  

2. The hearing was originally scheduled for 1 April 2026 but was rescheduled to suit 

Floating Dock’s availability.  

3. Notwithstanding this, no representative from Floating Dock came to the rescheduled 

hearing. The hearing proceeded in accordance with RRS 63.1(b). 

 

Facts found:  

1. Wind: westerly approx. 10 knots.  

2. The incident occurred on the first leg of the course from the start to Torpedo buoy.  

3. Floating Dock and Ovlov Marine were overlapped on port tack on a run.   

4. Floating Dock was close to windward of Ovlov Marine.  
5. A gust hit and Floating Dock bore away towards Ovlov Marine.  
6. Contact occurred between Floating Dock’s boom and Ovlov Marine’s port shrouds. 

The boom was stuck between the shrouds.  
7. One of Ovlov Marine’s crew was also struck by the boom, causing bruising.  
8. After clearing themselves, both boats continued in the race.  
9. Neither boat took a penalty.  
10. There was no physical damage to either boat.  

 

Conclusions:  

1. Floating Dock to windward failed to keep clear of Ovlov Marine to leeward, and broke 
RRS 11. 

2. Floating Dock did not avoid contact with Ovlov Marine even though it was reasonably 
possible, and broke RRS 14(a). 

3. When it became clear that Floating Dock was not keeping clear, it was not reasonably 
possible for Ovlov Marine, the right of way boat, to avoid contact with Floating Dock. 
Ovlov Marine did not break RRS 14(a). 

 
Decision: 
Floating Dock is DSQ.  

 

 

 

 


