
EVENT NAME: RNZYS Summer Rum Race Series 2026  
ORGANISING AUTHORITY: Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron 
PROTEST COMMITTEE DECISION     Case No:    With Case(s):        Race:  
 

PARTIES 

 Boat or Committee 
or Person 

Event / 
Division 

Initiator General Lee  B  

Respondent Akatea B 
 

Valid – Yes 

Procedural Matters, (Conflicts of Interest, parties not present, extending time limits, etc) 

1. General Lee was represented by Cameron Thorpe, who attended the hearing in-person.   

2.  Akatea was represented by Mark Malpass, who attended the meeting online via Microsoft 

Teams.  

3.  Both parties presented photographic evidence in the hearing.  
 

Facts found: 
1.  The incident occurred in race 5 of the RNZYS Summer Rum Race Series on 20 March 2026.  

2.  During the first leg of the race (from the start at Westhaven to Torpedo buoy), one of Akatea’s 

crew was holding (in their hand), a pole with a hook on the end (a ‘boat hook’).  

3. The hook was positioned under the headsail sheet.    

4.  The crew member was using the pole to push the headsail sheet outwards from the boat.  

5. The pole was not attached to Akatea’s mast. 

Conclusions 
1.  While racing, Akatea’s headsail was sheeted over a device that exerted outward pressure on 

the clew of the headsail at a point from which, with the boat upright, a vertical line would 

fall outside her hull or deck. Akatea broke RRS 55.3. 

2. Because the ‘pole’ used by Akatea was not attached to her mast spar, the pole was not a 

whisker pole as defined by the Equipment Rules of Sailing (see ERS F.1.4(d)(ii)), RRS 55.3(a) 

does not allow the headsail clew to be connected to it.  
 

Decision:  

Akatea is DSQ in race 5. 

Protest Committee:                                                                          International Jury: No 

David McIntyre (Chair), Louis Mayo, Nathaniel Short.  
 
Signed:     Date, time:  01/04/2026 1845 hours  

  
 

                                                    
 
 


