ROYAL NEW ZEALAND YACHT SQUADRON

PROTEST HEARING DECISION

PROTESTOR Georgia One REPRESENTED BY: Andrew Howarth
PROTESTED Clockwork REPRESENTED BY: Steve Mair
SERIES: RNZYS Wed Summer Series DIVISION: R Division
RACE NO & DATE: Race: 9, 11 Mar 2026 DECISION DATE: 23 Mar 2026

VALIDITY /PROCEDURE:
e The Protest was valid and the hearing continued.
e James West and John Muir requested to be observers and were allowed to observe the protest.

WITNESSES:
e Matt Scarlett (Georgia One)
o Mike Relling (Georgia One)
e Aaron Hume-Merry (Clockwork) via phone

FACTS FOUND:

1. The breeze was more than 20 knots with wind opposing tide.
Georgia One and Clockwork were approaching the start line on port with Clockwork about 2 boat
lengths to leeward and forward of Georgia One.

3. A number of boats on starboard tack were also approaching the start, to the right of Georgia One
and Clockwork.

4. Clockwork called for “Room to tack”, then cantered her keel, luffed, tacked and completed her tack
onto starboard.

5. Georgia One continued on port.

6. When there was about half a boat length between the bow of Clockwork and the starboard side of
Georgia One, Georgia One luffed and went through head to wind.

7. Clockwork bore away to take the stern of Georgia One.

8. There was contact between the bowsprit of Clockwork and the starboard stern quarter of Georgia
one.

9. Both boats sustained serious damage.

10. No boat took a penalty turn.

CONCLUSION and RULES that Apply
1. Georgia One failed to tack as soon as possible after Clockwork hailed for room to tack and broke
RRS20.2(b) and (c).
2. After passing head to wind and before being on a close-hauled course, Georgia One failed to keep
clear of Clockwork. Georgia One broke RRS 13
3. It was not reasonably possible for Clockwork, the right-of-way boat, to avoid contact with Georgia
One when it became clear that Georgia One was not keeping clear. Clockwork did not break RRS
14(a).
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ROYAL NEW ZEALAND YACHT SQUADRON
Relevant RULES: Q

20.2(b) and (c), 20.4, 13, 14
DECISION:

Georgia One is DSQ in Race 9

PROTEST COMMITTEE:
Colette Kraus (Chair), Blair Park, Nathaniel Short
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