
  

   

PROTEST COMMITTEE DECISION     Race: Rum Race Spring 2025 Race #8 

 

PARTIES 
Boat or Committee or Person Class/Fleet Represented By 

Vellamo (initiator)  B David Brown 

 

Mustang Sally (respondent) B Bob Still 
 

Valid – Yes 
Procedural Matters:  

1.  Vellamo was represented by David Brown. 
2. Mustang Sally was represented by Bob Still.  
3. Hugh Fulton (helm of Vellamo) and Silva Hanek (crew on Mustang Sally) gave evidence as 

witnesses.  
4. The representatives of the parties, witnesses, and two of the protest committee members 

attended the hearing in-person, but protest committee member David McIntyre 
participated in the hearing remotely via Microsoft Teams.  

Facts found: 
1.  The incident occurred at the start of race 8 of the Rum Race Spring Series.  
2.  Wind: 10 knots from a WSW direction. Outgoing tide.  
3.  In the minute prior to the starting signal, Mustang Sally tacked from port to starboard 

clear ahead of Vellamo and bore away to well below a close-hauled course.  
4.  Mustang Sally slowed and Vellamo established an overlap within two hull lengths to 

leeward of her.   
5.  The boats sailed towards the Westhaven Outer Distance Mark (ODM) on a gradually 

converging course.  
6.  As the boats were passing the ODM, Mustang Sally’s port side came within approximately 

half a metre of Vellamo’s starboard side.  
7.  At the time of the starting signal, Vellamo bore away to sail towards the first mark. In 

doing so, Vellamo’s starboard quarter rotated towards Mustang Sally, coming within 
approximately 10mm of Mustang Sally’s port topside.   

8. There was no contact or damage.    
9.  Neither boat took a penalty.  

Conclusions & Rules:  
1.  Mustang Sally to windward failed to keep clear of Vellamo to leeward, and broke RRS 11. 

 
 

Decision:  
Mustang Sally is DSQ in race 8.  
 

Protest Committee:                                                                          International Jury: No 

Louis Mayo NZL IJ (Chair), Jonathan Gravit NZL CJ, David McIntyre NZL IJ.  
 
Signed:     Date, time:  Thursday 11 December 2000 hours.  

  
 


