
 

PROTEST HEARING DECISION 
 

PROTESTOR Force 11 156 REPRESENTED Mike Smith 

PROTESTEE Nirvana K9270 REPRESENTED Nigel Hendy 

SERIES Winter Series DIVISION B 

RACE & DATE: Race 5 5/7/25 HEARING DATE 17/7/25 18:00 

 
Validity/Procedure: 

• The Protest was valid and the hearing continued 
 
Observers: 

• Peter Schischka (Force 11), Martin Taylor (Nirvana) 
 
Facts Found: 

• The breeze was from the west at 10–11 knots 
• Force 11 and Nirvana were sailing downwind on port tack towards Bean Rock/Doris 

Rock to be rounded to starboard with Force 11 clear ahead of Nirvana 
• Nirvana crossed the stern of Force 11 and was then overlapped to windward of 

Force 11 
• There was contact between the brace of Force 11 and the boom of Nirvana 
• No boat took a penalty turn 

 
Conclusions And Rules That Apply: 

• Nirvana to windward failed to keep clear of Force 11 to leeward, and broke RRS 11 
 
Decision: 

• Nirvana is DSQ in Race 5 
 
Protest Committee Panel: 

Blair Park, Ryan Parkin, Zak Merton 
 
Decision Advised: 17/7/25 18:45 


