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ROYAL NEW ZEALAND YACHT SQUADRON

PROTEST HEARING DECISION

PROTESTOR Pretty Woman 6996 REPRESENTED | Chris Macindoe
PROTESTEE Impression 3000 REPRESENTED | Garth Ashby
SERIES Rum Race Summer DIVISION B&E

RACE & DATE: Race 3 21/2/25 HEARING DATE | 11/3/25 1800

Validity/Procedure:

The Protest was valid and the hearing continued
Richard Shroder was an observer

Witnesses:

Brad Aspin (Pretty Woman)

Facts Found:

The wind was 20-30 knots with an outgoing tide

Impression rounded Bayswater racing buoy clear ahead of Pretty Woman by
approximately two boat lengths. Both boats were on starboard tack and leaving the
mark to starboard. The next mark for both boats was the finish line at Westhaven
ODM.

Impression sailed past the mark for 2—3 boat lengths and were clear ahead by two
boat lengths and slightly to leeward of Pretty Woman. Impression tacked onto port
Pretty Woman responded to Impression’s tack by tacking onto port. That tack caused
her to lose speed and drift onto the mark

Pretty Woman sustained paint damage from her contact with the mark

There was no contact between the boats

After clearing the mark Pretty Woman took a one-turn penalty

Impression did not take any penalty turns

Conclusions And Rules That Apply:

Impression on port tack failed to keep clear of Pretty Woman on starboard tack, and
broke RRS 10

Impression caused the contact between Pretty Woman and the mark, and broke
RRS 14(c)

Pretty Woman broke RRS 31 but as she was compelled to touch the mark by
Impression’s breach of a rule she is exonerated under RRS 43.1(a). She also
completed a penalty turn

Decision:

Impression is disqualified

Protest Committee Panel:

Blair Park, Sean Bainbridge, Louis Mayo

Decision Advised: 11/3/25 1900




