
 

PROTEST HEARING DECISION 
 

PROTESTOR Race Committee REPRESENTED Samantha Knights 

PROTESTEE Fast Company 5200 
 
MRX 1992 Benefitz 

REPRESENTED Lauren Sweeney & Anna 
Atkinson 
1992 not represented 

SERIES Wednesday Series DIVISION C & G 

RACE & DATE: Race 2 23/10/24 HEARING DATE 5/11/24 1800 

 
Validity/Procedure: 

• The hearing for Fast Company was heard together with MRX 1992 in accordance 
with RRS 63.2 since both hearings arose from the same infringement 

• MRX 1992 did not attend the hearing, the hearing proceeded according to RRS 
63.3(b) 

• Samantha Knights (Protestor) appeared on-line via Teams 

• The Protest was valid and the hearing continued 
 
Facts Found: 

• The race time limit is two hours 30 minutes. The race started at 1800 and at 2025 all 
boats had finished except Fast Company and MRX 1992 

• Fast Company and MRX 1992 could not be seen on the course and did not respond 
to VHF or phone calls 

• Fast Company and MRX 1992 had retired and both were found by a race official at 
their marina berths. Neither boat communicated their retirement to the race 
committee 

• RNZYS Standard Sailing Instructions 17.1 A boat that retires from a race shall notify 
the race committee at the first reasonable opportunity 

 
Conclusions And Rules That Apply: 

• Fast Company and MRX 1992 broke RNZYS SSIs 17.1 
 
Decision: 

• Fast Company and MRX 1992 Retired. Both boats have taken the applicable 
penalty and are not further penalized 

• Fast Company and MRX 1992 are warned that any further failure to advise the race 
committee of retirement may result in a hearing under RRS 69 (Misconduct) 

 
Protest Committee Panel: 

Doug Elder Sean Bainbridge, Blair Park 
 
Decision Advised: 5/11/24 1845 


