
 

PROTEST HEARING DECISION 
 

PROTESTOR Katrina II REPRESENTED Louis Mayo 

PROTESTEE Waitangi REPRESENTED Larry Paul 

RACE RNZYS Open Day DIVISION Classic 

RACE DATE: 28/9/24 HEARING DATE 8/10/24 18:00 

 
Validity/Procedure: 

• “Protest” was hailed but a red flag was not displayed. Because serious damage 
resulted from the incident RRS 61.1(a)(4) applies and Katrina ll is exempted from 
the red flag requirement 

• Protestee Larry Paul Waitangi appeared online via Teams 

• The Protest was valid and the hearing continued 
 
Observers: 

• Amanda Jordan 

• Jonathan Tuohey 
 
Witnesses: 

• Steve Wilson (Waitangi) online via Teams 
 
Facts Found: 

• The breeze was SW 13Kts 

• Both boats were on a beam reach on Starboard towards Orakei racing buoy 

• Waitangi was clear astern of Katrina ll. Waitangi rounded up in a gust and 
accelerated 

• There was contact between the boats: the bowsprit of Waitangi connected with the 
backstay of Katrina ll 

• Katrina ll was dismasted 

• Both boats retired 
 
Conclusions And Rules That Apply: 

• There was serious damage to Katrina ll 

• Waitangi clear astern failed to keep clear of Katrina ll clear ahead, and broke RRS 
12 

• Waitangi did not avoid contact when it was reasonably possible, and broke RRS 14 

• It was not reasonably possible for Katrina ll the right-of-way boat to avoid contact 
with Waitangi when it was clear that Waitangi was not keeping clear. Katrina ll did 
not break RRS 14 

 
Decision: 

• The protest is upheld. Since Waitangi took an applicable penalty by retiring she is 
not further penalized under RRS 64.2(a). 

 
Protest Committee Panel: 

Doug Elder, Sean Bainbridge, Blair Park 
 
Decision Advised: 8/10/24 18:55 


